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NAME AND IDENTITY

Name changed because new technologies 
developed and more providers emerged

International 
Council for 

Correspondence
Education (ICCE)

International 
Council for 
Distance

Education (ICDE)

International 
Council for Open 

and Distance
Education (ICDE)



The oldest and leading membership 
association for Open, Flexible and 

Distance Learning, founded in 1938 

ICDE THROUGH 85 YEARS

Working towards UN 
Sustainable Development Goal 
4: Quality education for all

320+ members and 
partners worldwide

Hosted & partly funded 
by Norway since 1988

Consultative partnership 
with UNESCO since 1969

Visit our anniversary website: 
bit.ly/3KMVH8x

https://t.co/BVfySgnkJJ


A global framework for 
sustainable development 

Source: United Nations



PROBLEM TO SOLVE

Equitable and inclusive access to 
education and lifelong learning is key to 
transform lives and societies and achieving 
the sustainable development agenda.

The SDG4 can only be reached through 
scalable and flexible learning solutions

Quality must be ensured, but many 
countries still do not have comprehensive 
qualification frameworks or accreditation 
systems that cover all types of provisions

Lack of awareness: Advocacy is needed! 



What does inclusive 
access mean?

One third
of the world’s 
population still 
does not have 
access to the 
internet.
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ICDE CORE STRATEGIC 
PRIORITIES (2021-2024)

• Advocate globally for Open, Flexible and Distance Learning (OFDL) 
and enable regional and national influence through members and 
partners

• Extend the global reach to underrepresented regions, new 
stakeholders and disadvantaged learner populations

• Continuous work on the three prioritized areas:
1. Quality
2. OER
3. Innovation in education



QUALITY

2023 Quality Network Report

Quality Network 
panel at the ICDE 
World Conference 
in  Costa Rica

Chair
Souma Alhaj Ali

Latin-America & 
Caribbean
Mary Morocho

Africa
Obhajajie Juliet 
Inegbedion

Asia
Ojat Darojat

Middle East
Moustafa Hassan

North America
Dylan Barth

Europe
George Ubachs

Oseania
Rajni Chand

ICDE QUALITY NETWORK

https://www.icde.org/publication/quality-network-report-2023/


OER AND OPEN EDUCATION

● ICDE OER Advocacy Committee
● Francophone and Portuguese OER Project
● Member of UNESCO OER Dynamic Coalition
● Project coordinator for ENCORE + (2021-2023)



INNOVATION IN EDUCATION



& Thematic Task forces
- OER
- Ethics in education

Regional Task forces

● North America
● Asia
● Oceania
● Latin America &Carr.
● Nordic countries
● Africa

GLOBAL ADVOCACY 
CAMPAIGN (GAC)



GLOBAL IMPACT, LOCAL RELEVANCE



https://globethics.net/events/icde-leadership-summit-2024

https://globethics.net/events/icde-leadership-summit-2024


Register for interest: www.icdeworldconference2025.com



THANK YOU

Torunn Gjelsvik
ICDE Secretary General

gjelsvik@icde.org
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